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 October is here. To be 100% honest I’m not 
entirely sure if that is a good thing or a bad thing. 
The days are getting shorter, and the nights are 
getting colder. The leaves are beginning to change, 
that is where the dryness of the past months 
haven’t caused them to fall early. For me this fall 
means Football and Church History. Football, well 
that’s flag and pads this year for the kids. Will is 
playing modified and flag and Barb is playing flag. 
I’m busy running the league and coaching. As for 
Church History, I’m teaching a class for the School 
of Christian Living and Serving. 

 As the air gets a little crisper (I’m speaking 
hopefully here). Every morning as I take Will to the 
bus I get to look up at the steeple. This morning 
when I did so it was with the great news that the 
work is done on it. After what feels like eternity 
the rot on the façade, the rotten steeple corners 
and most important the rotten structural beams 
are all repaired and replaced. And before I go any 
further let me offer all of you a BIG HUGE THANK 
YOU! On the one side many of you made gifts that 
helped to defray the cost of this repair. And even if 
you weren’t able to make a gift you put up with 
birds in the belfry, with a lift that interfered with 
the daily life of the church, a lift on the columbari-
um, and all the noises and inconvenience that it 
brought.  

 I’m a firm believer that in everything there 
is a lesson to be found. And in this repair of the 
steeple there is one there as well. We had our pa-
tience tested as we waited to get what to us were 
obvious problems repaired. There were hiccups of 
weather, delayed start dates and even on the last 
day there was a leak in the hydraulics of the lift. 
Through all of this you all showed a resilience, 
flexibility and a willingness to adjust to an ever-
shifting reality. 

  Life seldom goes and happens the way we 

want it to. Sometimes things happen for the better 
and sometimes the worst that could happen does. I 
remember way back when the steeple was going 
to be a few weeks to fix with a guy hanging from a 
little rope chair and doing all the work, hopefully 
without heavy winds. Two years, a lot of grants, a 
whole lot of labor, a very generous congregation 
and more patience than many of us thought we 
had and it is finally done. It showed us how a very 
difficult almost impossible thing can be made pos-
sible. If you don’t think that it was almost impossi-
ble ask Dennis about all the ideas that were put 
forward for repair. 

 As the steeple shines brightly to all who 
see it, it serves both as a sign of the body of be-
lievers below, and who their savior is. But it also 
shows how a congregation can through God’s help 
do something almost impossible. As we look for-
ward, as we put the church growth plan into ac-
tion, and as we seek to bring the light of Christ to 
our world, I want you all to look up or look out and 
see that steeple. I want you to think about all that 
we all put into and put up with while it was re-
paired. And I want you to remember what Christ 
said in Matthew 19:26. He said, “for mortals it is 
impossible but for God all things are possible.”  

 It is not going to be easy for us to work to 
grow this body of believers. It is going to be down 
right difficult. But, it is not impossible. It is possible 
through the one who went 
to the cross for us, who 
created us, and day by day 
sustains us. Amen. 

  



 

                   October 

Oct. 5       Wally Cook and Bill Baldinger 

Oct. 12      Jeanne Quenzer and Chris Decker 

Oct. 19     Dennis Croswell and Dino Sumerano 

Oct. 26     Aileen Helsley and Terry Gaffken  

 

 
Deacon for October 

Is 

Terry Gaffken 

 

Reach out to those who need your support 

 in their day to day needs:   

Please keep them in your prayers. 

Judy Bell (Terry Gaffken’s mom)  

Lori Pinkham is Wingate at Ulster                                  

Terry Conlin 

Bill Hannis 

Barbara Bondar 

Lois Morehouse 

 



 

October 2    Hurley Seniors Meeting 
October 5    Communion 
October 5, 12, 19, 26     Worship 
October 7, 14, 21, 28     Bible Study 
October 8                        Social Solos 
October 11                 Church Clean Up Day 
October 13                      Consistory Meeting 
 

Social Solos meets on  Wednesday,  

October 8, 2025 

At noon 

Anyone wishing to join please contact  
Rev. Deb Zuill for an invite at  

attitudema50@aol.com or 845-247-9157 

  



 

Please join us for Worship 
 every Sunday at 10am with Refresh-

ments served after in the Hall. 
 

Sign up sheets are posted in the Hall for 
flowers and refreshments. 

If you are unable to attend Worship in 
person please join us through our Zoom 
link. It can be found on our webpage on 
the right side under our bulletin and on 

the left side under Worship Material. 
 

Birthdays 

 

Kyle Davenport 2 

Amy Ryan 2 

Christa Conlin 3 

Barbara Appleyard-Pekich 4 

Leigh Hill 4 

Alissa Sumerano  5 

Terry Voigtlaender                        7  

Hannah Shambo 8 

Terry Gaffken 10 

Stanley Brooks 14 

Marilyn More 15 

Diana Cline 17 

Maria Rutski 18 

Juanita Rockwell 20 

Ryan Milne 20 

Ron Chrisey 20 

Julia Tucker 21 

Katie Christiana 22 

Sarah Harder 22 

Kelsey Christiana 24 

Linda Cook 25 

Julia Helm 27 

Jordan Cline 28 

Nancy Sweeney 28 

Anniversaries 

 

Pat & Robin Brennan 3 

Kathy & Craig Jansen 7 

Charles & Colette Woodard 8 

Wendy & Steve Helsey 19 

John & Marianne Mizel 21 

Jim & Maggie Sass                   23 

Emily & Art Harder 26 

 



 

 

Our Mission for October, Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child will 
begin this month. Boxes will be available today after church and will be due 
back by Nov. 9. Operation Christmas Child has collected over 232 million 

shoeboxes since 1993, filled with toys, school supplies, and personal items for 
children around the world. The project delivers the joy of their first gift ever 
and also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love. All mission enve-

lopes will go toward Operation Christmas Child.  

If you choose, you may build a shoebox  online rather than physically filling a 
box.   

Please see samaritanspurse.org/occ  

 

 



 



 



 

Rev. William Appleyard-Pekich 

Pastor 
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